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adopt. He expressed himself in words of generous sympathy. "I was bewildered by the account of Sir Robert (Juldor'tii victory, and the joy of the event; together with the hearing that John Bull was not content, which I am sorry for. Who can, my dear Fremantle, command all the success which our Country may wish ? We have fought together, and therefore well know what it is. I have had the best disposed fleet of friends, but who can say what will be the event of a battle ? aisci it most sincerely grieves me, that in any of the papers it should be insinuated, that Lord Nelson could have done better* I should have fought the enemy, so did my friend Calder; but who can say that he will be more successful than another ? I only wish to stand upon my own merits, and not by comparison, one way or the other, upon the conduct of a brother officer. You will forgive this dissertation, but I f*n?l upciti the occasion.'7 These words, which spoke the whole of It Is honest heart, were the more generous, because he bi»Ittr\ft»«l Calder to be one of the few professional enemies          ho
had.
From the place where Villeneuve was met, Nelson roswonod, again, that the primary intention of the allies, returning from the West Indies, had been to enter the Strait,*. " By nil accounts I am satisfied their original destination wan flit* Mediterranean, but they heard frequently of our trai'k." Thin persistence in his first view WUH partly due to the t'onlidftuv with which he held to his own convuttiorm, — th<* «lt*fVt»l* <»f a strong quality, —partly, doubthwH, to tin*. faHthat ViH«»ti«'UV«« had blundered in his homeward courts tuid fottthtul sarily to leeward of his port, with roiVranea to winds ji*»r-feetly understood by seamen of that day. In fact h« had no business to be where ho brought up, except on tlwi auppcwitiott that he was making for the Straits*